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Historic Overview: 
 The Harvey house was built in the Second Empire style in 1885.  Built on a 
random ashlar stone foundation, it is a red brick building featuring multiple storied 
towers at each corner of the façade. 
 The original owner, John P. Harvey, was an important philanthropist.  Harvey and 
his family were instrumental in educating and feeding the city’s poor children from the 
end of the Civil War into the early 20th century1. 

                                                                 
1 Information obtained from Michigan’s Historic Sties Online. 


